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HOW GLORIA BECAME A BRIDE 



GLORIA/ HAVE YOU HEARD 
THE HZWS? ISAM IS ENGAGED/ 



LISTEN. GLORIA. A CLEAR, 
SMOOTH SKIN IS A BIG HELP 
IH LANDING A MAN—IF YOU 
KNOW WHAT t MEAN* 



ALL THE GIRLS IN THIS TOWN 
ARE GETTING MARRIED. 
LOOKS LIKE I'M ELECTED FOR 
m OLD MAID." WHAT HAVE 
THOSE GIRLS GOT THAT 
I HAVEN'T GOT? 



• * 



2& 



H - 



I KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN. BUT 
I'VE TRIED EVERYTHING TO 
CLEAR MY COMPLEXION-AND 
I STILL HAVE THESE UGLY 
EXTERNALLY CAUSED 
PIMPLES AND 
BLACKHEADS. 



v.- 



THERE'S ONE THING YOU 
HAVEN'T TRIED. DEAR-* 
LI CHARME MEDICATED 
CREAM. IT HAS HELPED 
LOTS OF GIRLS-AND 

toys TOO. 



OK. I'LL TRT LE CHARME. 
I'M REALLY DESPERATE. 

I DO HOPE IT WILL HELP. 



ONE WEEK 
f LATER 



^JW^ GLORIA- WHA?/ 

S^ A SMOOTH. ? 



A SMOOTH, 
LOVELY SKIN AND 
COMPLEXION YOU 
HAVE. DEAR. HOW 
ABOUT VS GETTING 
MARRIED? 



MUST HELP 
YOUR SKIN.,. 

Oft YOUR MONEY BACK! 



<^wmmm0* 



(Olorla 
to 

horsmlt) 

I'LL NEVER 
BE WITHOUT 
LE CHARME. 

IT'S WORTH 
ITS WEIGHT 
IN GOLD. 
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HOW YOU MAY HAVE A HOLLYWOOD 

COMPLEXION In just 5 days LeCH A RME must 
help clear your skin of those ugly, disfiguring blem- 
ishes (externally caused) and leave you with a 
"Hollywood" Complexion or it costs you nothing. 
No help — no pay. 

LeCH AR ME Medicated Skin Cream is the (or- 
mula of a well known European Skin Specialist. It 
contains a special ingredient not usually found in 
similar preparations. LeCHARME does all this for 
your .complexion: 

1. Soothes and heals irritation. 2. Cleans 
skin of superficial pimples, blackheads. 
3. Tends to correct oily skin. 4. Gently flakes 
off dead, dry, dull-looking outer skin. 
5. Leaves your skin soft, smooth, glamorous- 
looking. 



LeCHARME PRODUCTS, 303 W. 42 St., d. p . E3 N. Y. 18, 



Read What Happy Users Say: 

DORENI PHILLIPS, ST. SIMON'S ISLAND. CA., writes: 'S**d 
in* a Jar of LeCHARME CREME (S2 six*). Iff It th* best treat- 
ment I *v*r had." 

AmI ELEANOR RICKEY. CLEVELAND. OHIO wrlff**: "H*r» I* *w* 

Chock for 54. Send me 2 — S2 (on of LeCHARME. I uied on* |or 
■Hd had wond*rt*ul reiulti In Improving my thin condition." ' 

SEND NO MONEY . . . MAIL COUPON NOW 

f LeCHARME PRODUCTS I 

303 W. 42nd St., Dept.24 N. Y. 18, N. Y. 
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Send me o jor of LeCHARME MEOiCATEO CREAM. I'll pay 
pot I man .... . .... (iiaic whether you want SI Six*) Or 

S2 Economy Six*) plus pottog* ond C.O.D. chorget. 



K| I a ni enclosing cosh. You or* to pay all poitol charg*t. If 
m not pivoted I moy rolurn jar within 5 days for fh/nd. 



Nam*. 



Add r en. 

aty 



(PLEASE PRINT) 



-Zon*_ 



-Slat*. 
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I WAS HAVING THE 
MOST WONDERFUL 
DREAM, FATHER.' I 
STOOD ON A SNOW. 
COVERED MOUN- 
TAIN, AND 





I HATE HIM.' I HATE EVERYBODY 

ONLY FRIENDS ARE DREAMS.' NOBODY 
CAN EVER STOP ME FROM 
DREAMING-riL SHOW 
THEM/ 






AND AS THE YEARS WENT ON, ALONZO CONTIN - 
UED TO DREAM-ALWAYS LIVING IN A WORLD 
OF FANCY/ 



ALONZO- ALONZO 

BATES/ 






DREAMING AS USUAL.' WHEN 
YOU WAKE Uf? YOU MAY BE 
INTERESTED TO KNOW I'VE 
FLUNKED YOU FOR THE 
TERM .' 





USH-IT WAS TERRIBLE.' I'M HAVING TOO MANV 
OF THESE NIGHTMARES LATELY, INSTEAD OF 
MY BEAUTIFUL DREAMS.' I MUST DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT-I 

MUST.' IF I ONLY HAD ^^Jjgd^m'j\^S 

money/ ^^J^JsFJZmijSR 





BUT THERE WERE TIMES WHEN AL0N2O 4 S 
DREAMS WERE NOT SO PLEASANT.' 





ALONZO BATES' 
NEED FOR 
MONEY WAS 
SOON TO BE 
SATISFIED— 
SHORTLY 
AFTER, HIS 
FATHER DIED, 
LEAVING HIM 
HIS MILLIONS! 
THEN HE DID 

A STRANGE 
THING! 

A 
FANTASTIC 

THING! 




BUILD A PALACE OF DREAMS? 
BUT MR. BATES, I'M SURE WUR 
FATHER WOULD HAVE WANTED 
YOU TO DO SOMETHING— 
MORE--AH--PRACTICAL.' 




SO, DESPITE HIS LAWYER'S FRANTIC COUNSEL,ALON- 
TO SQUANDERED HIS HUGE FORTUNE AND OMIT 

HIS PALACE OF DREAMS .' 






I JUST CHASED A STICK-UP 
MAN, rt MONK" 60RD0N-AND 
I LOST HIM AROUND THIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD/ DID 







1 DIDN'T DO IT AS A FAVOR, 8UT FOR 
CASH/ AND I HAVE AN IDEA HOW 
WE CAN BE MUTUALLY HELPFUL 
TO EACH OTHER/ 




you MAY TELL YOUfc-AM- 
ASSOCIATES, MY PALACE 
WILL BE OPEN TO THEM, IN 
AN EMERGENCY.' FOR 
A PRICE, OF 




IN WE NEXT FEW WEEKS, HEADLINES SUCH AS 
THESE BECOME VERY FAMILIAR.' 




» 




te*«S 
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FIVE MAJOR ROBBERIES/ 
AU. I GET ARE REPORTS 
THAT THE CROOKS 
HAVE VANlSWED-I 
WON'T STAND 
FOR IT.' 



BUT, COMMISSIONER, 
WE'VE SEARCHED 
ALL THE REGULAR 
HIDE-OUTS/ . 

!*.*■ 
<i 



cy 
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THE CROOKS HAVE GOT A 
NEW HIDE-OUT, SARGE/ 
SOME PLACE WE'D 
NEVER THINK OF 
LOOKING/ 



VERY HELPFUL.' BUT 
IF YE DON'T START 
THINKIN' PRETTY 
SOON, WE'LL BE 
OUT OF A JOB, 
DAGNAB8IT/ ' 



AND UNLESS I MlSS MY 
GUESS, IT'S THE 
JEWELRY 
STORE/ 




AND WHEN MCG/NTy GETS BACK TO HEADOUARTERS-A 



FIVE MAJOR ROBBERIES/ 
AND ALL I GET ARE 
REPORTS THE CROOKS 
HAVE VANISHED/ I WON'T 
STAND FOR IT, 
BURLAND/ 



HM? SOMETHING 
TELLS ME I'M 
THE GOAT-' 



fc 



'» 



LATER, AS KIP PA TROL 5 HIS BEAT- - - \ 




DAT WAS AN W YEAH.' LET'S GET MOVIN' 
EASY HAUL, J I BEFORE DAT ALARM 

WAXIE/__IX V, 8RINGSDE // 

COPS/ _>' Vx, 

mm 



Vi. 



X 
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OR IS IT? THEY SAID SOMETHING ABOUT A 
ROMAN ARENA-THAT SCREWY HOUSE I 
CHASED "MONK* GORDON INTO/ 
HMM? I WONDER—? 





THEY GOT AWAY FROM KIP 
8URIAND, 8UT MAYBE NOT- 
THE BLACK 
HOOD/ 





HUMPH-yoU DON'T 
FRIGHTEN ME, HOOD/ 
BUT SINCE I'VE NOTHING 
TO HIDE, I HAVE NO 
OBJECTIONS TO 
YOUR LOOKING.' 






well/ well.' so vou 

want to plav automobile, 

do wu? okav, iu 

8e the tpapfic 

cop/ 




STAND ASIDE, DREAMER/ I NO, WA*lE,TMAT 
I'LL COOK HIS V WOULD BE MUCH 
GOOSE/ _LJ V. TOO CRUDE/ 




5AY, DIS 19 OKAY.' HE , 
HASN'T GOT A CHANCE.' 
WE'LL CHOP HIM IN 
RIB80NS WIT' OESE 
SPIKED KNUCKLES/ 




COME, COME, SOME ACTION.' 
I EXPECTED MORE FROM 

ONE WITH YOUR 

REPUTATION, 
HOOD/ 




COME AND 
GET IT, 
HOOD/ 



THIS IS LIKE DANIEL 
IN THE LION'S DEN-ONLY 
THIS TIME IT'S 

rats; 






— IT'S ACTION 
YOU'LL GET.' 



THEN BEGINS A GRIM GAME OF HIDE AND 
WITH DEATH AS THE STAKES/ 



MR. DREAMER, I 




•INTO THE CONSTELLATION ROOM, A M/N/ATURE 
PLANETARIUM! r 





CURSE YOU, WOOD-THERE'S NO 









ANY DUMB DOPE SHOULDVE GUESSED THAT THAT ^ 

DREAM MLACE WAS THE HIDEOUT/ ' 

URLAND-ARE YOU USTENIN', 

DA6NAB8IT? 





*4ta 



>«B* 



^ 
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* gBT***: 
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HAVEN'T >DU HEARD"? HE TOOK OFF LAST 
MIGHT FO<? A WEEKENO 
VACATION/ 




" ; — •■ ••' 




THAT GUttl BE THE DEATH OF / I'LL ADMIT WE OUGHT TO 
MB YET/ HE GOES TO THe -^GET DOWN TO EARTH 
DEVIL WITH HIMSELF AND EX- \_ MORE OFTEN? 
PECTS HEAVEN TO GET ON THE 
BEST IT CAN WW Le HE'S 
GONE/ 



50*. 



^ 
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I'M QUO YOU AG(?EE 
WITH ME, GABBY.' 



YOU KNOW I DOtfT QO MUCH 
R» 7HI9 FRM-IAMC1NQ, GU9.' 




say.' what's this | --an amusement rat?k is 
place we're 

COMIN' TO? 
IT LOOKS 

.LiKB- 





I SfOSE YOu'RE 
GONWATElLMeTHEy 

DIE OF l AUGHTEf? 

HERE? 










CPOiL ITt WHAT'S THE *~~\BUT THIS IS OUR BiG 0P-" 
MATTER-ARE VDU CRAZY? yPORTUNlTy.' IP WE WAIT 



WITH THAT BATCH IN 

THERE. THEY'D 

NEWER MISS 

ONE OR 

TWO/, 



TILL THf TRUCK'S EMPTV, •] 
WECANTRVEMAUOOT 
FOR A CUSTOM-FIT 
JOB.' 



v^' 




X HOLY CRICKETS/ 
THEY'VE GOT MORE 
PROSPECTS THAN THE 





GOUYf WHAT 
KIND OF A JOINT 
ARE WE IN, AW 

WAV? 








MAYBE IF I PUSH 
UPON THIS END, 






. *yy'A% eAB8){ "\ PHOOE Y.' TNE 
^^ REASONABLE.' ) NEXT THING 



HOWWASITO 
KNOW? 



YOUtt BE DOM 1 , 
ISTRYIN'TDRCK 

UPA CHOCOLATE 

EASTER 
BUNNY* 



"&/ 






\ 
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WELL, WELL, IF IT ISN'T J SLOW, KIP.' JUST WAITING 
BABS,THE DEMON „/ FOR SOMETHING TO HAP- 
REPORTER.' HOW'S SL PEN THAT I CAN WRITE 






GREAT SCOTT.' THIS GUVS 
BEEN RIPPED TO 
SHREDS.' 







WELL, FIRST THING TO ) GOOD HEAVENS.' LOOK 
DO, 15 REPORT THIS /AT THE WAY THIS lEO- 
TO HOMICIDE.' J RARD'S EYES SHINE.' 

ALM05T AS THOUGH 
IT WERE 

ALIVE/ 



&r~ 



<xt 



i 



A 5HORT WHILE LATER— «. I DlDNT SAY IT, M^GlNTy- 

THE VICTIM SAID IT/.' 
DA6NAB8IT, KlP.' YMEAN TO SAY J JUST BEFORE 
THIS UTTLE STATUE HAD SOME- L_ HE DIED/ 
I THIN' TO DO WITH THAT STIFF 
BEIN' CLAWED TO DEATH.' 



HE SAID THE LEOPARD CAME TO LIFE— 
AND HE CALLED IT-THE 
LEOPARD'S 
CURSE? 



\ 



"H 




DID I HEAR SOMEONE MENTION ) YIS, BEJABERS.' 

THE BLACK --/AND WHAT'S IT 
LEOPARD?J%S_ TO YOU? 




OH, JUST THAT THE LEORARO BELONGS TO ME.' I'M 
RICHARD KANE, ANTIQUE COLLECTOR AND I 
BOUGHT THAT LEOPARD YESTERDAY- 
I TOLD MR FAUST VO 

PICK IT UP __ * . -v _ «.-., 

TODAY/ ^/ OH, YEAH? WE'LL } «£ X 

CHECK ON HIS / S\ " \ ] 



BOOKS RIGHT 
AWAY.' 



i , 




ft 



it 



HE'S RIGHT, 5ARGE.' J AND NOW IF I MAY, Hi 
HE DID BUY IT _/ TAKE MY SLACK 
YESTERDAY/ J \ LEOPARD/ 






■-.. 



WELL-UH--SO LONG, KIP.' 
GUESS I'LL RUN BACK TO 
MY OFFICE AND TURN 
IN THIS STORY/ 



AH, YEAH.' GOOD IDEA.' 
I'LL JUST FINISH UP My 
BEAT-SlONG? 



I COULD KEEP IT AS MURDER EVIDENCE.' 

BUT, DAGNABBIT, IT'S JUST PLAIN NUTS 

TO THINK A STATUE COULD ,— _ r2r7nrr 4^|2a& 
COME TO LIFE' _J. i\MJ 






** 



.0 



Ni 



IF HE ONLY KNEW WHERE I REALLY WA5 GOING — 



/ 



IF I TOLD HER 
WHERE I'M GOING' 
SHE'D C <LY WANT 
TO TAG 
ALONG.' 



ii 



Hm^.MBI 





IT ALMOST LOOKS AS THOUGH IT COULD COME 
TO LIFE AT THAT.' BUT, OF COURSE, THAT'S 
NONSENSE/ 




JUST A SILLY LEGENO/ 
IT COULDN'T— 







GOOD LAND/ 
KANE'S IN 
TROUBLE.' 









RIPPED TO PIECES, JUST LIKE FAUST.' 
AS THOUGH HE'D BEEN CLAWED BY-BY A 

LEOPARD! 








I DON'T KNOW- L00K5 

LIKE A 

DEAD 






HE'S THE NOTED EXPLORER AND 
ARCHEOLOGIST/ I WONDER 
WHAT CONNECTION HE HAD 
WITH ALLTHIS? 





KANE.THE CURIO ) I LEARNED THAT KANE HAD 
COLLECTOR, WAS / PURCHASED A VERY UNUSUAL] 
SUPPOSEDTO yiTEM FOR HIS COLLECTION --A 
CALL YOU, Lf BLACK LEOPARD/ I OFFERED 
WHY? J^l TO BUY IT FROM HIM- FOR HIS 

OWN GOOD/ HE PROMISED 
TO STOP IN AND GIVE ME 
ANSWER, BUT HE 
NEVER DID/ 



O 






UNFORTUNATELY, I HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH ) 
BRINGING THATOMEN OF DEATH TO THIS ^ 
COUNTRY' IT'S THE IDOLOFA WEIRO TRI8E LIVING IN 
DARKEST AFRICA-'THE LEOPARD MEN'/ MY COLL- 
EAGUE AND I WERE ON AN EXPEDITION, MANY 
VEARS AGO, IN A PLACE CALLED THE 
LEOPARD COUNTRY/ 




*WE SOON FCUNO WHY IT WA5 &OCALLED, WHEN WE FOUND 
ONE OF OUR SAFARI CLAWED TO DEATH.' 



NO QUESTION 8UT IT WAS A LEOPARD/ BUT WHERE j 

ARE THE LEOPARD TRACKS? JT, 




OUR PORTERS REFUSED TO GO ANY FURTHER 

CLAIMING THE LAND WAS BEWITCHED.' WE WERE 
FORCED TO GO ON ALONE.' 



IS CURSE OF BLACK 
LEOPARD.' WE GO 
BACK 




SOMEWHAT LATER, I WAS STARTED BY A 

SHOOT FROM CARSOM/ 




GREAT GUN$ HARTLEY.' 
LOOK 




inside the statue's mouth wasanother statue-a 
miniature black leopard, whose eyes glittered 

like a million small fires/ 




'/ 




HARTLEY, THOSE EYES 

ARE REAL EMER- 
ALDS/ WE MUST 
SET THEM/ 








I WE MADE GOOD OUR ESCAPE AND LATER WE WERE 
EXAMINING THE LEOPARD-WHEN SUDDENLY / 



CARSON-LOOK '.THE LEO- 
PARD IS COMING TO LIFE.' 

nte growing! 




I MADE MY ESCAPE, SOMEHOW, AND GOT SACK TO 
THE U.S.A..' I NEVER SAW THE 'BLACK LEOPARD' 
AGAIN. '-THEN- MR. KANE PHONED MC FOR A CON- 
SULTATION, TO CONFIRM THE GENUINENESS OF 
THE STATUE/ HE KNEW I HAD BEEN TO THE 



i can't imagine how he 

ever got possession 
ofthe'black 

leopard:' 



LEOPARD 



to 



) 






THEN HOW DOES THIS COME TO 9E IN 
YOUR POSSESSION? AND WHV 

WERE YOU hiding rr? 




I WANDERED IN THE JUNGLE FOR WEEKS, HOPELESSLY 
LOST/ BY LUCK, I WAS PICKED UP BY A PASSING 
SAFARI, UNCONSCIOUS AND ALMOST DEAD.' BUT, 
THE BLACK LEOPARD WA5 GONE-FOR YEARS I 
SEARCHED FOR IT.' THEN, A FEW OAYS AGO, I FOUNO 
IT IN FAUST'S CURIO STORE.'.' 




ALL RIGHT, MY CURIOUS FRIEND-' SINCE 
YOU INSIST ON KNOWING -I'LL TELL 
YOU.' IT WAS I WHO KILLED CARSON 
ANO STOLE THE LEOPARD.' 




HE WOULDN'T SELL IT TO ME, BECAUSE HE'D ALREADY 
SOLD IT TO KANE.' SO I WAS FORCED TO USE 
OTHER MEASURES-THE BLACK LEOPARD 
KILLED THEM BOTH, HOOD.' JUST AS IT'S 
GOING TO KILL YOU, NOW/ 



s 






STRAlNlMG HIM5EIF707UE LA€ 
HUMAN STRENGTH, THE^^^ 
HIS DIZZINESS/ y ^*^r^ 


T OUNCE OF HIS aPERt. 
HOOD FIGHTS OFF 






\ffiE^\_ 


^^^B \ 




^^^^^m * ^B F ^fc ^^^B 






<C~^^ ^^^ 






ARe you au 

BCACK UOOO'' 



RIGHT, 




y-ve5/ what map. 
pened* where* 
that ceoparo 

YOUSfOT?. 



I OlONT StfOOTAWV 
LEOPARO-ISHOT 
HARTLEY/ 





THEN. WWEN VOO WENT C IMF? 
HARTLEY TOO* TH* METAL 
CCA w AND WAS A90UT 






THAT'S THE SECRET OP THE CURSE Of THE 
BLACK LEOPARD/ WELL, IT'S CLAIMED IT5 
CAST VICTIM-IT'S SONG iWTOTHE HANDS 
Of SOMEEtoOV WHO SEES IT STAYS 
OUT OF TROUBLE — 

UNCLE 
SAM/ 







< MO-WUM--SWEI 
TO SLEEP BY 

PIRC -- 



"TfUf/Qt 





y^RUN DOWN TO THE 
( CORNER AND GET 
V MV NEWSPAPER/ 




YOU'LL BE 
WARM AND COZY 
IN YOUft NEW 





U **/, 



"" •" r -*iT'5 COLD — 
MiGHTA KNOWN IT 

WAS TOO GOOD TO 

BE TRUE' 




* <* 



HERE YOU ARE. 
TROUBLE — 





WHE JV/WHAT A NARROW 
ESCAPE - W6LU, THEY DIDN'T 
GET THE PAPER / 



l>\ r 



^7\-- 







TROUBLE— just look 

AT THIS PAPER' IT'S NOT 
PIT TO READ,' VOU'LU 
HAVE TO GET ANOTHER 

ONE / 






V 



I ' 



S 
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ROLLiN* HOMG- 
&OLLIN' HOME ■ 






■ 
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DOUBLE 




MARKS THE SPOT 



A BLACK HOOD STORY 



€(\TOU*VE got to help 

X me. Kip," Charlie 
Drew said anxiously, as he 

and Kip Burland pushed 
past the swinging doors in- 
to Mike's Beer Parlor. 
"That kid brother is let- 
ting himself in for a pack 
of trouble if he continues 
hanging around with the 
Swamplands Mob!" His 
red hair fell over his eyes, 
and he pushed it up with 
a nervous gesture. - 

'Til do what I can, Char- 
lie," answered Kip, "but 

.he's over twenty-one " 

Together Kip and Char* 
lie crossed the smoke-filled 
room to a small table at 
which Harry Drew sat. He 
gazed up at them % with 
glazed eyes. "Well, whaj_ 
do you want?" 

Quietly Kip sat down, 
and motioned Charlie to 
leave. 

"What's the matter with 
you these days, Harry?" 
he asked. "Why don't you 
lay off drink and running 
around with that Swamp- 
lands Mob? They'll only 
lead you to trouble." 

"Listen, copper," said 
Harry, "just 'cause you're 
a pal of my brother's does- 
n't give you the right to 






stick your nose in my af- 
fairs. I'm going in for ex- 
citement in a big way — 
and I like it!" 

"Just one more ques- 
tion," said Kip. "Who is 
the leader of the mob? 
Tell me that." 

"I don't know and I 
wouldn't tell you if I did." 
Harry got to his feet. He 
reached into his pocket, 
pulled out a roll of bills 
and nonchalantly tossed a 
twenty onto the table. "I 
leave big tips* you see. You 
ought to tell my brother 
that he's missing out on a 
lot of fun." 

Harry strolled to the 
pay phone, dropped a nick- 
el in the slot and shut the 
glass door. From where he 
stood, Kip could see the 
excitement mount in Har- 
ry's eyes. In a moment, the 
young man dashed out of 
the booth, through the 
swinging doors, and into 
the street. 

"This looks like a case 
for The Black Hood," Kip 
murmured to himself, as 
he raced after Harry. In a 
flash he was seated in a 
cab, shouting to the driver 
to follow Harry's car. 

The two cars swerved 



around corners and down 
long streets : . . directly 
toward the swamps at the 
edge of town/Finally, Har- 
ry's car drew up. Harry 
disappeared in the shad- 
ows — and a moment later, 
edging through the dark- 
ness after him . . . was The 
Black Hood! 

"He might have gone up 
one of a dozen doorways," 
The Black Hood muttered. 
"FU try this one Erst." As 
he started double time up 
the creaky stairs, a shot 
suddenly rang out. Then 
another* "Next door," said 
The Black Hood grimly, 
turning on his heels. 

In three^ seconds, he had 
gained the entrance to the 
warehouse. In a far corner, 
a safe had been rifled, the 
tin boxes jimmied open. 
Suddenly The Black Hood 
stopped! A pair of feet 
protruded from behind a 

chair} 

It was Harry! A bullet- 
hole smudged his forehead 
with a dark-reddish stain. 

Blood was oozing over the 
floor. "Too late . . . much 
too late!" 

The Hood continued to 
look around. A black silk 
mask lay on the floor. Then 



a green piece of paper at- 
tracted his eye. He bent 
down ; it was a twenty dol- 
lar bill, lying underneath 
Harry's bloody hand. With 
his finger, just before he 
died, Harry had smudged 
two crosses and the letters 
R-E-D over the face of it! 
Like a flash, a solution of 
the crime darted across 
The Black Hood's mind. 

He rushed down the 
stairs, and nearly bumped 
into Harry brother, Char- 
lie. Charlie stared, and his 
eves filled with fear. 

"The Black Hood!" he 
whispered. "What are you 
doing here?" 

"I might ask you the 
same question," said The 
Hood. 

"I was worried about my 
brother," said Charlie. "I 
followed him up here in a 
cab, but Pm not sure ex- 
actly where he went." 

The Black Hood looked 
cold, deadly. "Your broth- 
er was murdered a few 
minutes ago," he said de- 
liberately. 



Charlie blanched. "The 
Swamplands Mob. They 
did it. They did it." 

"No, Charlie," said The 
Black Hood. "You did it! 
I understand the symbol 
vour brother left — R-E-D 
and the two crosses. They 
mean doublecross, Charlie 
— doublecross by a red- 
head. You, Charlie!" 

Charlie snarled, and a 
gun leaped into his hand. 
His mild face showed bit- 
ter hate. "Sure I did it. 
The rat was helping me on 
a job without knowing Pm 
the head uf the Swamp- 
lands Mob, and my mask 
fell off. He said that if I 
didn't give him a seventy- 
five percent cut on all fu- 
ture jobs he'd tell the cops 
about me ... so I killed 
him." The gun spat fire. 
"You're the only guy who 
knows it — and now you're 
dead!" 

The Black Hood had 
leaped to one side. "Not 
quite," he said. His hand 
moved with the speed of 
lightning, and cracked. 



whiplike, against Charlie's 
wrist. The gun dropped to 
the floor. Charlie's yellow 
streak showed up now. His 
face contorted, and he 
turned on his heels and 
ran. Away from The Black 
Hood . . . directly toward 
the fetid swamps. The 
chase began. 

One foot from the thick 
mud of the swamps » ♦ • 
one half foot . . . one quar* 
ter foot. Charlie stopped* 
There was no going for- 
ward; and, with The Hood 
there, no going back. \ 

Charlie lashed out with 
his fist. The Black Hood 
went under it . . . and then 
Charlie ran, blindly, reck- 
lessly. Suddenly, he stag- 
gered and fell headlong 
into the swamps. "Quick- 
sand!" he shrieked. "Help 
me!" 

When the Black Hood 
came up it was too late. 
For a moment, only Char- 
lien's hand showed — the 
hand which had wielded 
the death gun. Then it too 
was gone. * , 
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TOE CASE OF THE 

SLEEPING 
BANDIT- 



I 






IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 5LEEPYTIME SAM, THE 
SURE CLUE OF HIS WHEREA80UTS IS A FAMIL- 

lAW^SOUMO EFFECT— 

ww — 7*—i 






YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO FIN- 
ISH TWS WINDOW DISPLAY THREE 
HOURS AGO.' I WARNED YOU BE- 
FORE ! YOU'RE THROUGH 

AT CLOSING 

TIME.' J WffiN IS THAT? 








STA5HTHE JEWELS.' THEY'LL 8E SAFE 

UNTIL WE COME 

BACK FOR _^ MEANWHILE. IF WE GET CAUGHT, 

'EM.' J THERE WON'T BE NO EVIDENCE? 








OW, MY HEAD.' OH, HEY, JOOLS.' 
I STRUCK IT RICH.' 






HM? THAT'S HIMSELF HE'S 
HELPING! THIS LOOKS LIKE 
A DEAD END-T'O BETTER 
GO BACK ON DUTY.' 




-6UT,AS 

THE'&ACK 
HOOO'REPORTS 
BACK, AS 

WPBURLANO- 

THE TWO 

CROOKS 

RETURN 

TO 




this is the same 
place, all 
Right! 






you BET YOU WILL-IP YOU WANT 10 SLEEP NK3HTS.' HA, HA, 
THAT'S A 6000 ONE,' AS FAR AS THE COPS KUOW, WE'LL 
ALL BE SLEEPING N16HTS Ff?OM NOW ON ! . • 




IMMEDIATELY MTER-lN PREClNCT 11 












OUR FWTPONS DON'T LIKE TO BE DISTURBED.' *E SETA 
TIMEUXK OM THE DOOR, WHICH OPENS IT AUTOMATICALLY 
AT THE HOUR THEY DESlRE/ NOBODY CAN OPEN 
THE DOOR BFFDRE THE TIME LIMIT EXPIRES.' 





2 



BUT THAT MAN INSIDE IS 'RED 1 

MlKE'DONUN.'WESAWHlM " 
DRIVING A CAR JU5TA LITTLE 

WHILE AGO! ^ ^ 

I'M AFRAID 
THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE.' 
HE'S BEEN IN THERE, 
SLEEPING 

LIKE A 
BABY FOR 

.. _. HOURS/ 



"-! * 



^// 



HAH! I HOPE YOU'RE SATISFIED ! 
YOU MAOE A ©** ■'.'/# FOOL OUT 
OF YOURSELF.' 




I'LL STICK AROUND, SERGEANT .' 
>OU 60 AHEAD TO SWlTHlN'S/ 



THAT'S WHERE WE 

SHOULD HAVE GONE 

IN THE FIR5T 

PLACE.' 










WE'VE FIGURED A PLEASANT FINISH FOR KXJ, HOOD.' 
IT'S A SPECIAL TREAT FOR PATRONS WHO HAVE A 
BAD CASE OF INSOMNIA! WE FILTER A LITTLE 
NARCOTIC GAS INTO THE ROOM TO 
HELP THEM SLEEP/ 




YOUR DOSE WILL BE FATAL, HOOD.' YOU'LL 
SLEEP YOURSELF TO DEATH ! AND THE TIME 
LOCK ON THIS DOOR WON'T OPEN 
UNTIL YOU'RE A CORPSE.' 
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STAY ON GUARD, SLEEPYTIME ! 
JU5T IN CASE THE HOOD 
TRIES ANy 

TRICKS.'^/ YAWN-LEAVE HIM 





HE WASN'T KIDDING ABOUT THE TIME LOCK.' 
I CANT-OPEN-THIS DOOR.' AND TM- 

GETTING SLEEPY-- _ 

ALREADY.' 






SCANT SECONDS LATER- 







VOU'LL HAVE PLENTY OF TIME 
TO SLEEP IT OFF! ID SAY AT 
LEAST TEN YEARS APIECE-IN 
THE STATE PRISON.' I HOPE 
VOU DON'T HAVE 
NIGHTMARES? 



SO ENDS THE CASE OF THE 
SLEEPING 8ANOIT-OR0OB5IT? 



ASLEEP ON THE JOS. EH, BUR- 
LAND? THE BLACK HOOD MADE 
A FOOL OUT OF YOU I IN All MY 
(TWENTY FIVE YEARS ON THE 
FORCE, I — 



WHERE 
HEARD 



HAVE 



THIS 
BEFORE? 
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IHAT'SAU! 
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THESE PRIZES ARE GIVEN TO YOO-Justs»nd fop 40 pack- 
ets of easy selling; Garden SpotSeede which you can easily 
and quickly sell to your friends and neighbors at 1 0c each. 
Return the $4.00 collected and select your rraete ac- 
cordance to our offers, SEND NO MONEY-WB TRUST YOU. 






Blra 



COOKING SET 




Will make you proud of your 
kitchen. Entire set jclvon 
for Adllng only 4 0bUt». 
seeds at iQc q packet. 

One Pair 
lad»0 IMIEff PKUNS 



— 



s\f 





OR BOYf Wbat a prira. Complrta wiu» 101010011100 anil official 
Mat)'!. 1 of Arm**'. Start your oan drill aquatl. All ilrrn ■• 
one Prfmlum for ■filing ool/ 1 .>« <i.r .>f *..-.i«. 




What a Pett Too will Jor# R. Canary 
■ ad Case bo in aJven for •villa* 

only (woordfrtofifpdiatlQ 
packet. S*nt Re. Collect, 



Everyone who plants a garden helps and 
helps greatly to solve the problem of Ibe feed- 
ing of the many needy nations of the world. 



Beautiful DINN 




CANDID-TVPE 

CAMERA 

sell oiilyone order 
of CnnJrn H |* o t 

Merdi ■» 10 ri&u m 

pa* k r C * u «J tills 

• plruiHiM':. fil- 
er u A* joun, 

WRiTE FOR 

SEEDS TODAY, 



ONE PAIR RABBITS 

Th« ratal oa? of rabbi ta for tba mark#t It ■] 
faartnaUtucoatlDaM. W«*oifrrnnd iuar. 
nti(*r«ar«> NnlTal On* fair oTKaU. 

biia for aelllaa* ©aly two 
AoUifa **n* £» CuSmcL 



iTblabaanliral 
I onlfrofftffd 



43 Iran for trlllutonlj 
Smt Express Collect, 





(Jet tills military- 
like outfit foryour 
very own, officers 
belt, cap and au- 
tomatic type pis- 
tot and bolster. 

GlVtO lor M -IMne 
onlj one order 

or *ffdt 4 pill 
at lOea packet, 

SEND |S YOUR 

ORDER TODAY. 



Basket Ball 
TO YOJJ 



GIVEN 



VIOUN, BOW & INSTSICTIONS QIVEN 




ffuoaom* flnlafa. hlshtTj polfatacd. POSTTrVET-T NOT A TOY- 

<il VK.V rorftrlllnt only 4 orders. MAIL 

BE FIRST, 



Seod no moDcT. 

Iter ooupoh toi>*y. 




UlMt Rubber Vo1t» Trpe' 
Ulvra foe aelllnv only 

40 pi* is. at 10 rii. ea 




tAA^^oOP 



REGAL "VICTORY UKE 




Be first 
Id your 
town to 

own this 
Rwl, White and 
Blue "Victory" 
Uke. Exactly as 

illustrated. 

Ulvni and sent 
P o» Ipo! d for 
■riling only one 
40 pk I. order or 
Uarden at pot 
aeeda at 10 eta* 
rnrh. 



Plant | 

A I 

War | 

Cardan ■ 

- a', 

Af nn a 

y«« ■ 





aa 49 pararta (om ordfr)pf 

10cta.Bpkl.far«ftneGifl, lallJarfil 



ind pJBwdi In W.daya, 



Print your last nam* plainly Wow 
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Have you ever wished you were as strong as Samson? Have the strength to tear 
iown buildings slay mighty armies single-handed. Well, Bob Hoffman can't 
serform these miracles but he can give you real SUPER-STRENGTH with the 
nftd of muscles you see on reol champion strong men. Bulging, mighty arms ond 
s mid-section that will stand the hordest punches of your frlendi- 8ob Hoffman 
ios trained thousands of men and boys who were weaklings and developed them 
into real "he" men. Jules Bacon, the "Mr. America" of 1944- Stove Stanko, one of 

Just 5 of the Thousands I Have Helped the w ? f I^ s '!; on9 L e i lf T 

«»_ «— v B and Gord Venobles, who 

can lift 275 pounds overhii 

head 25 timos are just three 

jr °* * ne famous names who 

v \ hove trained with Bob Hoff- 

mor> Instruction Course. You 

call tr'jv = *the same dynam- 
ic, forcoful muscles of these 





SneclcU 




WWi Your OrcUr 




"ROAD TO 

SUPER- 
STRENGTH." 



! 



Bob HoHn-an | own book ihowing yoo 
l he roiulti of others, filled with pic- 
tures of the kind of man Bob Hoffman 
develops . . . men who were woak- 
lingi yesterday and today are pillar* 
of strength. You'll want this book for 
your very own and here'i your chance 
to receive it FRFEI 



men by just mailing the 
coupon below. Start today 
to be o real "he" man 
one distinguished wherever 
he goes . one who will 

amoxe people with feots of 
strength. 

MAKE YOURSELF THE MAN YOU WANT TO BE 

It's time to sfartl Stop dreaming of building castles 
ond do something about itl Write today for this 
complete muscle foundation course of Arm and Ab- 
dominal Instructions and begin building your body 
into a high-powered, potent muscular physique. The 
kind of figure thot draws the admiration of every- 
one on the beach or street. Each course is a tried 
ond proven successful method of training. Time?? 
. . . no it doesn't take years . . . just a few minutes 
a day for a few months and even of the end of o 
few weeks you'll be noticing o 
difference. Cost?? . . . only $1.00 ,— — — — — — — - 

for the 2 complete courses. I BOB HOFFMAN, Dcpt. 901 

IT COSTS YOU NOTHING J Deof Bob/ Send me your illustrated Abdominal 

UNLESS- SATISFIED 1 | Course ond rhe illustrated Arm Developing Course. 

- u - , . ' Also Include o free copy of "THE ROAD TO 

Bob Hoffman wants you to be ij man | SuPER . S TRENCTH'\ I enclose $1.00. Il is under- 

or pay noth no. HI Arm ond Abdorm- , f| f ft m - n# |q k Qftd (h#f# 

nai Instructor! Course Is now offered to pay ... If I am not. satisfied, 

a special low pr.ee of only $1.00 * within! day, nnd you will refund 

complete. You con examine this course I ',. ' 

my dollar. 




ond try It for five days FREEI If at | 

the end of that time you feel It will | NAME 

never help you then return it to ...... 

Bob Hoffman and he will refund yout ADOKIM 
$1 .00, a fair and square offer. CITY & 



BOB HOFFMAN, Dept. 90 1, York ,Pa. 



m.i * ZONE STATE 



HOW A 97-Lb.WEAKU NG / ■ 

•K" WORLDS MOST PERFECTLY DEVELOPED MAN"/ , 



^CHARLES, YOU POOR »OY ! YOU STAY 
SO THIH-ANO ALWAYS TIRED 




SO CHARLES ATLAS SPENT 
MONTH AFTER MONTH 
SEARCHING FOR AWAY 
TO DEVELOP HIS BODY. 
AND FINALLY HE 
DISCOVERED HIS 
AMAZING METHOD- 

DYNAMIC TENSION! 



HUN ALONG KIDS WE NEED 
, A HUSKY HE-MAN FOR 

JO A! 



ITfOl 



h 



I'M GOING TO f\ 
tflMI WAY TO 

GET A BUILD LIKE 



d\ 



HFC 

UARI 



boy! DYNAMIC TENSION 

5uRE GAVC ME A REAL BUILD 

FAST 1 1* A NEW MAN!, 



tf 
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CMAftl at AT ,« ' ■* *t T« TITU. 

THIS CONTUl •■'At 

ton AMIBKA'J 
-MOST MMICTIY 
OtVUOFlD MAM* 
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GARDEN HfWYOffK'i 



I Can Make You A New Man, Too, 

In Only 15 Minutes A Day! 



If you're the way I USED to be- if you 
W skinny and f«4 only half -alive — If the 
better job* pus you by —if you're In the 
service, but are beinc "pushed around*' — 
if you're ashamed to strip for sports or a 
swim and if you want a HE-MAN'a body 
— then givr rne just 16 minute* a day! 
I'll PROVE ynu can have a build you'll be 
PROUD of! "OynamiV Tension* will do It 
for fom 9 too! That* how I changed my own 
build into such i>erfeel proportions that 
famous sculptor* and artists have paid me to 
pose for lhsm< My body won me the title. 
r ' World's Moat Perfectly Developed Man/ 1 
And now I can five you solid, beautiful, 
USEFUL muade wherever YOU want it! 

"DYNAMIC TINSION" Doti It! 

In only I5mlnutwari*y. "HxnnmU Ttniton" 
can buice up your chart, broaden your back. 
JU> >ut >our arm* and ler* Before you know it. 
Ihwauy, NATURAL method wUI make you a 



New Man! In fart. I GI'ARANTKE you'll 
Mart vein* mult* In the Ant 7 dayat l 

I aWe you no gadcets or contraptions to tool 

with You simply utilise the I'NDKVKU >W 1 > 
inu*cJe-i*owrr In your own CJod-alven body — 
almost uneonjieiourfy every minute of the day 
- walking* bendlnt over, €fc.— to Bt'ILft 
MUSCLE and VITALITY- And Its ao **»*: 
my secret, "I^gnomU Toulon/' does the tnekl 



l 
l 
l 
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rui BOOK 

Thouumd* of fellowa In every branch or the 
nrrvlee a* wrll a* civilian* have used my 
"f/ynnmte Trtuton" to chance ,-■- 
thrmwlvm Into real II fr>MKNf 
Hca.i whit they »ay - are how 
they looked before «nd Biter — 
In my book — free. Telto all 
•bout "f)yn*mte tVaifoa." who 
actual photo* of men I've turned 
from pony we«kiln«* Into Allan 
Champion* And I can do the 
name for YOU. Mall the coupon 
noir' Addrei* me personally: 

CHAIM.KS ATLAS. Dept. S02A 
IIS KaatSSdSt.. New York 10.N.Y. 



l*&*] 




4*im*t 
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TV WmrM't 



A/-f /'»r/r f<> £>*< 



CHARLCS ATLAS. DspL 302A 

US East 2Jrd St.* New York 10, N. Y. 

! want proof that your system of "/>**«***• 
TVnaJon" will help make a new man of me — jive 
me a healthy, husky body and bif muscular 
development. Send me your free book, **Ever- 
laating Health and Strength." 



Name 



tnasseaftatw tMa jisssW 



AdJi 



N- 



City TOS Slate 

L <"hcck here if under 16 fi»r Booklet A 



Buy War Sowings Boatfi a*d Sfompt flsptfor-V. 



